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Misconceptions about (Regular) Views Revealed when
Presenting Editioning Views - Part 2

4 Replies

In a previous post | wrote about one misconception about views that is revealed when | talk
about Editioning Views in my EBR (Edition-Based Redefinition) presentations.

This post is about another misconception.

In the part of the presentation in which | “preach” to cover every table with an Editioning
View and to replace every reference to tables in the code with reference to the
corresponding Editioning Views, | usually get the following question from the audience: “but
what about DML?".

Everybody knows that you can SELECT from a view, but there is a misconception that you
cannot perform INSERT, UPDATE, MERGE or DELETE statements directly on a view.

So the truth is that (assuming you have been granted the necessary privileges) you can
perform DML statements on every view (although it may require some additional work
sometimes), except if the view is defined with the WITH READ ONLY clause.

The high-level general rule is that if Oracle can transform the statement to work on actual
tables (the view's base tables), in a consistent and deterministic way, without too much
trouble, then we don't need to do anything else - the view is inherently updatable and the
DML statement will succeed. In the rest of the cases, although the view is not inherently
updatable, we can "teach” it how to react to DML statements - by defining INSTEAD OF
triggers.

Upon view creation Oracle analyzes for each of the view's columns if it's inherently
updatable, and stores this information in the USER/ALL/DBA_UPDATABLE_COLUMNS
dictionary views.

Let's see some examples.

> create table t |
X number,
Yy date,

Zz wvarchar?z (100)

Table created.
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